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What is WorldCat?

• WorldCat is the world's largest network of library content and 
services.

• WorldCat libraries are dedicated to providing access to their 
resources on the Web, where most people start their search for 
information.

• Search many libraries at once for an item and then locate it in a library nearby

• Find books, music, and videos to check out

• Find research articles and digital items (like audiobooks) that can be directly 
viewed or downloaded

• Link to "Ask a Librarian" and other services at your library

• Post your review of an item, or contribute factual information about it
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▪ To access WorldCat use either of these URLs

– www.worldcat.org

– www.worldcat.org/advancedsearch
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▪ Lists

▪ Citations

▪ Libraries in WorldCat
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▪ Wildcards

Pound Sign #  

Minimum of 3 characters must precede symbol and     

replace one character in a search.
• wom#n ->  woman and women

Question Mark ? 

Minimum of 3 characters must precede symbol and     

replace 0 to 9 unknown characters in a search. Also    
follow by a number, replaces specified unknown  
characters.
• encyclop?dia -> encyclopedia and encyclopaedia
• res?4tion -> respiration, restoration, reservation, etc.
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▪ Wildcards

Asterisk  * 

A minimum of three characters must precede the symbol.
Add to the end of a word to retrieve variant endings.
Search returns records with 0 or more characters in place of the 
truncation symbol.
connect* -> connect, connection, connectivity, etc.
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Creating and maintaining an organization and a 
society for the study and investigation of genealogical 

history and genealogical records.

Tennessee Genealogical Society     7779 Poplar Pike    Germantown, TN 38138     901-754-4300

Society Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Website: www.tngs.org


