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Geographic Area

Madison County was named for founding father and president, James
Madison. The county is located in the west-central area of the state.
The County was organized November 7 1821 and was formed from
Chickasaw Indian Lands. The county seat is Jackson. (FamilySearch
Wiki)

CARROLL

Before statehood, West Tennessee was occupied by prehistoric
Native Americans who camped and hunted there as early as 9,000
B.C., as well as much later historic tribes such as the Choctaws and
Chickasaws. Woodland Culture peoples developed the large mound village site now protected by
the Pinson Mounds State Archaeological Park, the site of three separate mound groups. First
discovered in 1820 by surveyor Joel Pinson, the mounds remained of local interest until the 1880s,
when a Smithsonian Institution archaeologist, William E. Myer, surveyed and mapped the site.
Pinson Mounds is the largest Middle Woodland Period mound group in the United States and
includes one mound measuring seventy-two feet, the second tallest mound in the country.

Original map copyright 2005 digtal-topo-meps.com

Twenty years after Tennessee statehood, the Chickasaws signed the 1818 treaty that secured the
area for settlement. The first farm families came to Madison County in 1819 and settled east of
Jackson in Cotton Gin Grove. In the following year, additional pioneers settled further west on the
banks of the Forked Deer River in a community they named Alexandria. In 1822 Alexandria
changed its name to Jackson in honor of Andrew Jackson. Jackson's sister-in-law Jane Hayes
lived in the city, and Jackson played an important role in the early history of Madison County.

Jackson became the county seat in September 1822 after the Tennessee General Assembly
created Madison County in November 1821. In 1835 Congressman Davy Crockett made an angry
speech on the courthouse steps following his defeat for reelection in which he told the people of
Jackson: “The rest of you can go to hell, for | am going to Texas.” A year later he and another
Jackson resident, Micajah Autry, were dead at the Alamo. In the antebellum period, Jackson
became a transportation center for agricultural products on the Forked Deer River.

During the Civil War, Madison County contributed two Confederate generals, Alexander W.
Campbell and William H. “Red” Jackson. The county was the scene of several small battles and
skirmishes, the most important of which was the battle of Britton Lane. A small park in the
Denmark area commemorates the engagement in which Confederate cavalry under General
Frank C. Armstrong clashed with Federal infantry, leaving more than 170 Confederate dead.
Because of its importance in the regional rail work network, Federal troops occupied Jackson for
most of the Civil War. In 1864 Federal raiders demanded a ransom or they threatened to burn
Jackson. Although the city met the demands, most of downtown Jackson was burned anyway.

The town of Denmark once rivaled Jackson for prominence and size, but a number of man-made
and natural disasters, including fires, tornadoes, and the relocation of the railroad, have
contributed to its demise. Today only a few houses remain along with a historic antebellum
Presbyterian church.

The first railroad appeared in Madison County in 1858 as a result of the promotional efforts of
Judge Milton Brown. In addition to serving the transportation needs of commercial agriculture,
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the railroads developed a labor base for later industrial development. Jackson resident |. B.
Tigrett was the president of Gulf, Mobile and Ohio Railroad, which boasted three thousand miles

of track. The legendary Illinois Central Railroad engineer Casey Jones made his home in Jackson.

His house and many of his possessions are preserved at Casey Jones Village. ( Tennessee

Encyclopedia)

Goodspeed’s History of Madison County

Jackson Chamber of Commerce)

Record Loss - (Family Search)

Lack of marriage records: 1821 to 1837
Lost probate records: 1821 to 1824

FamilySearch Madison County Catalog

TnGenWeb Project - Madison County

Record Location Table

Contact -

Taneya Koonce

Record Type Location Record Notes
Birth County Clerk Office County Registrations began 1925
Tennessee Vital Keeps for 100 years then they
Records Office are sent to TSLA
Marriages County Clerk Office County Registrations began 1823
Tennessee Vital Keeps for 50 years then they are
Records Office sent to TSLA
TnGenWeb Various Marriage Sources
Divorce Chancery Court Clerk
Tennessee Vital TSLA
Records Office
Deaths County Clerk Office County Registrations began 1925
Tennessee Vital Keeps for 50 years then they are
Records Office sent to TSLA
TnGenWeb Various Death Sources
TSLA 1908-1912
1914-1933
Land Deeds County Register County Registrations began 1821



https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/hancock-county/
https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/hancock-county/
https://tngenweb.org/records/madison/history/goodspeed/index.html
https://jacksontn.com/chamber/#home
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results?count=20&placeId=195014&query=%2Bplace%3A%22United%20States%2C%20Tennessee%2C%20Madison%22
https://tngenweb.org/madison/
mailto:taneya@gmail.com
https://www.madisoncountytn.gov/267/County-Clerk
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/vital-records-at-the-library-and-archives
https://www.madisoncountytn.gov/267/County-Clerk
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/vital-records-at-the-library-and-archives
https://tngenweb.org/madison/records-data/
http://www.madisoncountychancery.com/
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/vital-records-at-the-library-and-archives
https://www.madisoncountytn.gov/267/County-Clerk
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/vital-records-at-the-library-and-archives
https://tngenweb.org/madison/records-data/
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/death-records-database-name/tennessee-death-records-1908-1912?f%5B0%5D=field_county%3A74
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/death-records-database-name/tennessee-death-records-1914-1933?f%5B0%5D=field_county%3A74
https://www.madisoncountytn.gov/118/Register-of-Deeds
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List of Microfilmed Madison TSLA-PDF Download PDF
County Records
Pension Applications Tennessee State County Index to Tennessee
Archives & Library Confederate Pension
Applications
Probate Records Chancery Court County Registrations began 1825
Tennessee Enumeration of Ancestry.com ($) Tennessee Enumeration of Male
Male Voters Voters
World War | Veterans Tennessee State Research Collection
Archives & Library

County Repositories

Jackson-Madison County Public Library

Tennessee Room Blog

Tennessee Room Holdings

Obituary Index - Not Currently on-line (1936-1954)

Madison County Archives
County Records Page

Current Area Information

Jackson Chamber of Commerce
Jackson-Madison County African American Chamber of Commerce
Madison County Government

Resources

General

Tennessee County Database (TNGS) - Madison County

Madison County Wiki (Family Search)

Linkpendium - Madison County

Tennessee State Library & Archives - Madison County Facts Sheet
TNGenWeb - Madison County

USGenWeb Archives - Madison County Tennessee

Midwest Tennessee Genealogical Society



http://sostngovbuckets.s3.amazonaws.com/tsla/preservation/countymicro/madi.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/ycyv3czy
https://tinyurl.com/ycyv3czy
https://tinyurl.com/ycyv3czy
https://tinyurl.com/ycyv3czy
http://www.madisoncountychancery.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2884/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2884/
https://sharetngov.tnsosfiles.com/tsla/history/military/ww1madison.htm
https://jmclibrary.org/
https://jmclibrary.org/TNRoom_blog.php
https://jmclibrary.org/TNRoom_holdings.php
http://www.madisoncountyarchives.yolasite.com/
http://www.madisoncountyarchives.yolasite.com/county-records.php
https://jacksontn.com/chamber/#home
http://www.jmcaacc.org/
https://www.madisoncountytn.gov/
https://tngs.org/resources/Site/Custom_HTML_Files/TCD/County/Madison.html
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Madison_County,_Tennessee_Genealogy
http://www.linkpendium.com/madison-tn-genealogy/
http://www.linkpendium.com/madison-tn-genealogy/
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/pages/genealogical-fact-sheets-about-madison-county
https://tngenweb.org/madison/
http://usgwarchives.net/tn/madison/madison.html
https://www.facebook.com/MidWestTennesseeGenealogicalSociety
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Newspapers
Tennessee State Archives & Library

Check Online Catalog for Madison Newspaper Details & Dates Held. TSLA does not
necessarily hold all published issues of the newspapers.

Newspapers.com - 31 Collections
Genealogybank.com - 2 Collections
TnGenWeb - Archives from various newspapers

Publications

Midwest Tennessee Genealogical Society
Publications - Family Findings (TN Room Jackson-Madison Co Pub Lib)
Indices:
Volumes [-X Volumes XI-XX Volumes XXI-XXIV Volumes XXXII-XXXV

Tennessee Genealogical Society
Ansearchin’ News - Search Page (Enter “Madison County” in Search Box)

Selected Published County Histories - TSLA

Ezekial Brownlee Mason: His Contribution to Early Madison County, Tennessee, History
(Smith, 1993)

Gold is the Key: Murder, Robbery and the Gold Rush in Jackson, Tennessee (Aud, 2012)
Goodspeed Histories of Madison County, Tennessee (Goodspeed, 1972)

Historic Madison: The Story of Jackson and Madison County, Tennessee, from the
Prehistoric Moundbuilders to 1917 (Williams, 1986) /name index/*

History of Tennessee: From the Earliest Time to the Present: Together with a Historical
and Biographical Sketch of the City of Jackson and the County of Madison (Goodspeed,
1979)

Jackson & Madison County: A Pictorial History (Williams, 1988) /name index]

Madison County (Higgins & Parish, 2009)*

Mt. Pinson, Madison County, Tennessee: A Study (Smith, 2000) /[surname index]

Our Claybrook Heritage (Smith, 1993) /name index]


https://tnsla.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/tnslapublic/search/results?qu=Sneedville+%28Tenn.%29&qu=--&qu=Newspapers.&te=
https://tngenweb.org/madison/records-data/
https://www.facebook.com/MidWestTennesseeGenealogicalSociety
https://tngenweb.org/madison/family-findings-index-1-10/
https://tngenweb.org/madison/family-findings-index-xi-xx/
https://tngenweb.org/madison/family-findings-index-xxi-xxiv/
https://tngenweb.org/madison/family-findings-index-xxxii-xxxv/
https://tngs.org/Ansearchn-News/
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Reflections: A Pictorial History of Madison County (1988)

Tales of Madison: Historical Sketches on Jackson & Madison County (Alexander,
2002) /name indexf

* title may be borrowed on Interlibrary Loan

Tennessee State Archives & Library

Selected Manuscripts Material

Benjamin Troy Ammons Papers, 1934-1946

Francis McGavock Papers, 1784-1854 (Microfilm Manuscript #742, 1 reel)*
Frank Love Collection of Martin Family Papers, 1756-1952

George A. Smith & Sons Funeral Home Records, 1930-1993 (Microfilm Manuscript #1759, 2
reels)*

Hutchings family papers, 1804-1970

Memphis Conference Female Institute Records. Jackson, Madison County, 1846-1924
(Microfilm Manuscript #913, 2 reels)*

Mrs. Frank Robbins Diary, 1897-1898 (Microfilm Manuscript #111, 1 reel)*
Murrell Family Papers, 1833-1941

Railroads Collection

Robert H. Cartmell Papers, 1849-1915 (Microfilm Manuscript #1076, 4 reels)*

Tennessee State Archives & Library
Maps

TDOT Map of Madison County
Madison County - 1888
Maps Of Madison County, Tennessee Historical and Genealogical (James H. Hanna)

Cemeteries

Madison County Cemeteries - Find-a Grave
Madison County Cemeteries - USGenWeb
Madison County Cemeteries - Genealogy Trails
Madison County Cemeteries - TNGenWeb



https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/interlibrary-loan-policies
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/tdot/maps/county-maps/Madison_County.pdf
http://www.mygenealogyhound.com/maps/tennessee-maps/tn-hancock-county-tennessee-1888-map.html
https://tngenweb.org/records/madison/land/jh/index.html
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/search?cemetery-name=&cemetery-loc=Madison%2C+Davidson+County%2C+Tennessee%2C+United+States+of+America&only-with-cemeteries=cemOnly&locationId=city_2033
http://usgwarchives.net/tn/madison/cemetery.html
https://genealogytrails.com/tenn/madison/cem.html
https://tngenweb.org/madison/records-data/
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Genealogical abstracts from will book Madison County, TN

Jonathan KT
Smith
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The 150th anniversary of Thomas and Dilly Ann (Medlin)
Williams arriving in Walnut Hill Community: then Madison
County, Tennessee. now Crockett County, Tennessee
1836-1986

The Gibbs place in Madison County, TN. Jackson, the
author, 1993. 10 pp.

Smith, Jonathan K

The Goodspeed histories of Madison County, Tennessee.

Goodspeed
Publishing Co

The historic Denmark Baptist campground & church,
Madison County, TN. Jackson, the author, 1993. 11 pp.

Smith, Jonathan K

The NC & St L railway & its relation to the life & growth of
Madison County, TN. Nashville, the author, 1945. 15 pp.

West, Robert H.

The Sampson Stewarts : a family record

The West Tennessee Historical Society papers

Tombstone inscriptions from Black cemeteries in Madison
County, TN

Jonathan KT
Smith

Trial and triumph : essays in Tennessee's African
American history

Watlingtons and allied families : genealogical data, 1830-
1997, Madison County, Western Tennessee / Janice T. and
Elton A. Watlington.

West Tennessee death records

Why farmers move or change tenure status. Knoxville, TN
Ag. Exp. Sta., 1943. 40 pp. (its Rural research series
monograph #159)

Allred,
Charles E.

Your government in Madison County. Compiled by Madison
County 4-H clubs, 1964. Jackson, n.p., 1964. 23 pp.

Swaim, J.
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